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Breve historia de Durango. Por Jose de la Cruz Pacheco Rojas. (Mexico, 

D. F.: Fondo de Cultura Econ6mica, 2001. 285 pags. Mapas, cuadros,
apendices, bibliografia. Precio no disponible.)

Formerly director of the Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Histo

ria (INAH)-Centro Durango, Jose de la Cruz Pacheco Rojas is presently 

with INAH in Sinaloa, Mexico. He is an authority on the history of the 

Mexican state and the city of Durango, as revealed in this comprehensive 
book that spans from pre-Columbian times to 1940. Also active with the 

Camino Real de Tierra Adentro project in Mexico, he has attended colloqui

ums and published/edited research studies on colonial Nueva Vizcaya (of 

which Durango was the most important part of the Spanish northern fron

tier). 
Pacheco Rojas has written this regional history of Durango with a 

view toward political, economic, and cultural topics, relating them to 
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published studies of Durango in Spanish and English, this Breve historia de 

Durango is now the most comprehensive, reliable, and current. 

Oakah L. Jones, Jr. 

Historian and Professor Emeritus 

Purdue University 
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